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As the year 2021 comes to a close, 
the Centre for Trade Policy and De-
velopment hopes this edition of our 
Newsletter provides you vital infor-
mation on our achievements, events 
and activities.  This edition focuses 
on high level engagements particu-
larly around  Extractives, as well as 
Public Finance Management. Key 
highlights include the hosting of  the 
“Big Conversation Conference on Do-
mestic Resource Mobilization” which 
was jointly organized by CTPD and 

the Tax Justice Network Africa under the stop the bleeding campaign. Anoth-
er engagement worth highlighting is the Summer School, which was jointly 
convened with regional partner, AFRODAD. This event was attended by 230+ 
industry leaders, legislators, Civil Society and religious leaders. Suffice to say 
that CTPD also partnered with the Ministry of Mines and Mineral Develop-
ment in hosting the 2021 national mining indaba.  

The Newsletter also captures the most significant change stories from the 
winners of the competitions that CTPD held through the year 2021. The var-
ious local level interventions are not left behind in this edition
.
“We wish you a wonderful end to the year, a lovely holiday season, and a great 
2022!"
 

DEAR READERS,

ii

Isaac Mwaipopo
Executive Director,

Centre of Trade Policy and Development



The Centre for Trade Policy and Development (CTPD) is a non-profit, member-
ship-based trade policy think tank established in 2004. Formerly known as the 
‘Civil Society Trade Network of Zambia’ (CSTNZ), the organization has pro-
gressed from being a network to being a think tank. The organization is affiliated 
to Africa Trade Networks (ATN), Our World Is Not For Sale Network (OWINFS), 
Southern African People Solidarity Network (SAPSN) and has a membership of 
16 local Non-governmental Organization and individuals’ members. CTPD aims 
to promote equitable pro-poor trade policies and practices in Zambia through 
trade reform at national, regional and international levels.

Mission of CTPD
To promote equitable trade policy formulation and implementation at all levels 
through coordinated civil society action.

Vision
Domestic, regional and global trading systems that contribute to poverty erad-
ication and human
 development.

Interested to become a member of CTPD today?
1. Ordinarily membership: The members of CTPD under this category are
 in dividuals holding diplomas or degrees in field such as Commerce, 
 Economics, Law and other trade related qualifications

2. Institution membership: This is open to private or public institutions or 
 agencies that are actively involved in development work

3. Student membership: Open to students who are registered with aca-
 demic institutions that award diplomas or degrees also have  the oppor
 tunity of being members of CTPD

4. Honorary Membership: Bestowed to ndividuals who make significant 
 contributions to the field of trade and development, upon nomination or 
 recommendation by the membership subject to approval by the nation-
 al council

Our Core Values
 •       Non-partisan  •       Mutual trust
 •       Not for profit  •       Inter-dependent (team spirit)
 •       Gender sensitive •       Transparent and accountability
 •       Non-discrimination •       Equity
     •       Mutual benefit (mutually beneficial)

ABOUT US
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African countries 
must reposition the 

mining sector in a bid to 
cut off the dependence 
on foreign aid accord-
ing to Centre for Trade 
and Policy Development 
Executive Director, Mr. 
Isaac Mwaipopo. Mr. 
Mwaipopo said that the 
continent can use min-
ing to mobilize enough 
resources to support 
development.

He said this in his open-
ing remarks during the 
two-day, international 

AFRICA MUST REPOSITION THE MINING SECTOR TO CUT OFF 
RELIANCE ON FOREIGN AID

conference dubbed big 
conversation on miner-
al resource mobilization 
from African miner-
al wealth under the 
theme “’Repositioning 
the Africa Mining Vision 
as a Robust Domestic 
Resource Mobilization 
Tool Post COVID-19” 
held at Lusaka’s 
Radisson Blu Hotel. 

“When you look at the 
theme, we are trying 
to look at how we can 
reposition the African 
mining vision to be a 

robust tool to mobilize 
resources locally for 
development,” he told 
delegates.

The conference which 
attracted representa-
tives from within and 
outside the Southern 
African Development 
Community aimed at 
collectively brainstorm-
ing and reimagining 
domestic resource mo-
bilization from mining 
in Africa and create in-
novative strategies for 
generating traction for 
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Ministry of Finance 
and National Planning 
representative, Davis 
Mtonga, a representa-
tive from the Ministry 
of Finance and National 
Planning, said during 
the conference that the 
2022 national budget 
contained policies 
addressing previous-
ly raised concerns in 
the mining sector. Mr. 
Mtonga referred to the 
proposed mining royal-
ties in the 2022 national 
budget which will now 
be deductible from in-
come taxes. Royalties 
are currently imposed 
at a sliding scale of 
5.5% to 10%, depending 
on the copper price.

Zambia Alternative 
Mining Indaba 
Chairperson, Father 
Emmanuel Chikoya 
noted the need for 
church mother bod-
ies to consider buying 
shares in mines listed 
on the Lusaka securi-
ty exchange as a way of 
encouraging local own-
ership of mines in the 
country.

“We need to enhance in-
formation sharing on 
mining policies to or-
dinary members of the 
public through con-
stant engagements. It 
is through such inter-
actions that voices of 
ordinary people will be 

taken on board as far 
mining activities are 
concerned” he said.

Father Chikoya believes 
that mine ownership by 
members of the local 
communities must be 
promoted.

The African Tax 
Administrators Forum 
is represented at the 
Conference by Thulani 
Shongwe, who high-
lighted the need to 
Strengthen government 
revenue from mining.
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The Centre for Trade 
Policy and Development 
in April ,2021 partnered 
with the Ministry of 
Mines and Minerals de-
velopment to host the 
Zambia Mining Indaba 
held under the theme’’ 
Building for the Future”: 
Reflecting on Zambia’s 
Mining Taxation Policy 
Towards Sustainable In-
vestment in the Sector’’.
During the Indaba, 
Former Republican 
President Edgar Lungu, 
in a speech read on his 
behalf by the then Vice 
President, Mrs. Inonge 
Wina, said Govern-
ment was determined 
to resolve policy and 
regulatory issues that 
investors had raised re-
garding investment in 
the mining industry. 
Former President Lun-
gu also noted there 
was need to develop a 
simplified mining tax 
administration as this 
will make it easy for 
Government to verify 
and audit Mining firms’ 
reported profits and 
losses.
President Lungu in-
dicated that Mining 
Companies needed to 

CTPD PARTNERS WITH THE MINISTRY OF MINES AND 
MINERALS DEVELOPMENT TO HOST 2021 MINING INDABA

actively incorporate so-
cial, environmental and 
Governance factors in 
their investment de-
cisions and in project 
implementation.
Former President 
Lungu stressed that 
Government’s basic 
requirement is that 
mining communities 
‘benefit from the Mines 
in their areas so that no 
one is left behind.
And Former Mines Min-
ister Richard Musukwa 
reaffirmed govern-
ment’s commitment 
to open dialogue with 
industry players to mat-
ters pertaining to the 
Mining sector.
Mr. Musukwa said it 
was for this reason that 
the focus of the Inda-

ba is to come up with 
fiscal outcomes for 
the mining sector that 
achieve a fair, consist-
ent and predictable 
mining tax regime.

Former Vice President of the Republic of Zambia, Madam Inonge Wina 
delivering the official opening speech during the 2021 Zambia Mining Indaba.

ZAMBIA MINING INDABA

THEME:
BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE:

REFLECTING ON ZAMBIA’S MINING TAXATION POLICY
TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE INVESTMENT IN THE SECTOR.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.
Centre for Trade Policy & Development

P.O. Box 50882
Lusaka, Zambia

Plot 123, Kudu Road, Kabulonga
Tel: +260 211 264409

Email: info@ctpd.org.zm

www.ctpd.org.zm
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CTPD Senior 
Researcher for 
Extractives Webby 
Banda gave a gener-
ic formal introduction 
to the gemstone mining 
sector in the Monday 
Opinion weekly col-
umn published in the 
Newdiggers Tabloid.

In the CTPD week-
ly Column published in 
August 2021, Mr. Banda 
give a detailed histor-
ical background and 
its technical status in 
Zambia. 

He defined gemstones 
as naturally occurring 

A REVIEW OF ZAMBIA’S GEMSTONE MINING SECTOR
 stones of a variety of 

colours that are val-
ued by humans for their 
beauty, hence, the de-
sire for use as jewellery 
and ornaments. Mr. 
Banda explained that 
Gemstones as minerals 
have special character-
istics that differentiate 
them from minerals like 
copper. 
He added that in terms 
of physical character-
istics, a gemstone is 
an attractive mineral 
that is hard and dura-
ble enough to retain its 
commercial value and 
is reasonably scarce 
to make it valuable. 

He stressed that these 
characteristics make 
gemstones have a per-
ceptual as opposed 
to intrinsic value in 
marketplaces
Mr. Banda said this 
means that gemstones 
are traded based on 
customers’ own per-
ception of their merit 
or desirability to own 
them, especially in com-
parison to another 
competitor.
To read more:

P6.indd (ctpd.org.zm)
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Coming from rural 
Kasama, Northern part 
of Zambia where oppor-
tunities are rare and not 
much goes on, Given 
Kapolyo won the CTPD 
People’s President 
Competition in 2021.
Given Kapolyo beat 
two others includ-
ing Caristo Mumba 
who came second and 
Mwila Bwalya in third 
position. Before the 
competition which was 
sponsored by the Joint 
Country Programme, 
Given had no knowl-
edge about issues on 
Mining, Agriculture, 
Trade, Zambia’s state of 

the economy, Debt and 
how it had affected the 
economy.

After having gone 
through bootcamp 
and making it to the fi-
nal top three were she 
emerged as the on-
ly female contestant, 
Given acquired knowl-
edge, confidence and 
leadership skills which 
enabled her to debate 
effectively on economic 
and governance issues 
affecting the country on 
Zambia’s largest private 
TV.   Given who was al-
so likely not to write her 
final year exams and 

graduate that year was 
owing the University tu-
ition fees amounting to 
K28,929 but winning the 
competition allowed her 
to clear the debt in full. 
Given’s participation in-
to the competition has 
opened many oppor-
tunities ranging from 
Radio and TV interview 
appearances where she 
has had the privilege 
of discussing youth 
participation, govern-
ance issues and how 
Government can create 
an enabling environ-
ment for young people 
especially women to 
participant in leadership 

GIVEN WINS PEOPLE’S PRESIDENT CONTEST
Ms Given Kapolyo posing for a picture with Guest of Honour Mr. 
Chibamba Kanyama and Mr. Caristo Mumba. - By Mwaka Nyimbili
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positions. politics.
The recognition of 
the competition by 
President Hakainde 
Hichilema on his 
Facebook page was sig-
nificant as he echoed 
the importance of giv-
ing people the space 
to showcase their 
leadership.
In November 2021, 

she was invited to 
State House by the 
Republican President 
Hakainde Hichilema to 
represent the Zambian 
youth in a meet-
ing where she made 
submissions on the im-
portance of the new 
dawn government not 
leaving young people 
behind as they have a 

critical role to play in 
transforming Zambia’s 
economy. 
‘’Winning the people’s 
president competition 
changed my life and 
opened opportunities 
for me I never thought 
possible, and I will for-
ever be thankful to 
CTPD and its partners’’, 
says Given Kapolyo.
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GOVERNMENT HAILS CTPD AND AFRODAD FOR HOSTING 
SUMMER SCHOOL ON DEBT

Commerce, Trade and 
Industry Minister Mr. 
Chipoka Mulenga last 
year graced the AFRO-
DAD and CTPD Summer 
School 2021 which was 
held under the ‘’Com-
mon African Position on 
Development Finance’’.

In his remarks, Mr. 
Mulenga said the Zam-
bian Government was 
actively engaging stake-
holders to come up 
with a debt restructur-
ing plan that will help 
restore public debt sus-
tainability.

‘’As Government, we 
support such initiatives 
as we are embarking on 
measures to address 
the unsustainable pub-
lic debt which Zambia 
owes to its creditors 
both domestic and 
external, said Mr. Mu-
lenga.

Mr. Mulenga applaud-
ed AFRODAD and CTPD 
for hosting a regional 
Summer School which 
brought together var-
ious stakeholders to 
further enhance their 
capacity on issues 
of transparency and 

accountable debt man-
agement.
Earlier, CTPD Execu-
tive Director Mr. Isaac 
Mwaipopo said summer 
school provided an op-
portunity to learn more 
about some of the other 
challenges that African 
countries were expe-
rienced such as debt 
management.

And AFRODAD Execu-
tive Director Mr. Jason 
Rosario said the sum-
mer school was about 
sharing and exchange 
of ideas to ensure Afri-
ca’s prosperity.
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PHOTOFOCUS OF THE AFRODAD AND CTPD SUMMER 
SCHOOL CONFERENCE
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Blessings Kasenge, a 
final year medical stu-
dent from the University 
of Zambia won the 
2021 CTPD People’s 
Budget Competition.
Blessings was thrilled 
when he saw the CTPD 
Facebook post call-
ing on young people 
with knowledge on 
Public Finance man-
agement to participate 
in the competition, be-
cause he believed that 
this was an opportu-
nity for him to share 
his views on national 
development.
Blessings who has 

AWARD WINNER BLESSINGS URGES YOUTHS TO PLAY ACTIVE 
ROLE IN NATIONAL AFFAIRS

always being passion-
ate about leadership, 
mentorship, public 
speaking, politics and 
governance dating 
back to his secondary 
school days when he 
was in debate club also 
believed that this com-
petition had a blend of 
passion which made 
the whole experience 
worthwhile. 
‘’Being a final year med-
ical student at the time, 
I found the competition 
exciting because it gave 
me great insight on 
the areas that needed 
to be addressed in the 

2022 national budget. 
Furthermore, it exposed 
me to different stake-
holders and gave me 
first-hand information 
on the entire budgeting 
process’’, He said.
Over 100 applications 
were received from 
young people intend-
ing to participate in 
the competition which 
made Blessings chanc-
es of winning slim but 
when he made it and 
progressed from seven-
ty-three to the top ten, 
he had a tincture of be-
lief within himself that 
he could win. 

10



As the competition pro-
gressed, Blessings grew 
in confidence, knowl-
edge and leadership 
skills until he made it to 
the grand finale where 
he was announced as 
the winner. 
Blessings most sig-
nificant change about 
winning the people’s 
budget competition is 
that it opened many av-
enues for him as he 
was selected to repre-
sent Zambia in another 

Virtual debate com-
petition conducted 
by YouLead Africa in 
November, 2021 that fo-
cused on how youths 
can leverage upon the 
African Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCF-
TA) and how it will be a 
game changer in terms 
of boosting Intra-Afri-
can trade and growing 
Africa’s Gross Domestic 
Product. 
The knowledge he 
gained from the 

People’s Budget Com-
petition also ensured 
his selection as one 
of the three represent-
atives from Southern 
Africa to attend the 
summer policy boot 
camp and summit in 
Arusha, Tanzania.
   

 

Blessings posing for a picture with People’s budget and President Competition contestants
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The Public Finance desk ended 
the year with a number of articles 
among them ‘’demystifying interest 
rates and their dynamics in Zambia’’

In this Monday Opinion Column 
published in May, 2021 in the 
Newsdiggers tabloid, CTPD Head 
of Research Mr. Boyd Muleya, at-
tempted to clarify what interest 
rates are, their types and essence 
to the broader economy.

Mr. Muleya explained that interest 
rates are a very imperative measure 
of the healthiness of the economy 
and a key macroeconomic variable 
that links well with other econom-
ic indicators such as exchange rate, 
inflation, money supply, asset pric-
es, gross domestic product etc.

DEMYSTIFYING INTEREST RATES AND THEIR 
DYNAMICS IN ZAMBIA

He added that interest rate is the 
amount charged as utilization of 
money and is stated as a percent-
age of the principal on a loan or 
debt. If you’re a borrower, the in-
terest rate is the cost of borrowing 
money expressed as a percentage 
of the overall debt volume. But if 
you are saver, it is the rate of return 
that you receive on your invest-
ment. To read more:

Demystifying-Interest-rates-and-
their-dynamics-in-Zambia.pdf (ctpd.
org.zm)
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Mr. Wakumelo Mataa making a presentation on the State of 
the Economy.

In the mid of the year, the Public Fi-
nance Desk launched the CTPD 
Mid- year state of the economy brief 
volume 2.
According to the brief, CTPD Re-
searcher for Public Finance Mr. 
Wakumelo Mataa noted that 
although inflation was expected to 
remain above the upper bound of the 
target range, inflationary pressures 
are expected to be moderate as 
the Kwacha continues to gain value 
against major currencies, supported 
by favorable copper prices.

To read more: 

https://ctpd.org.zm/state-of-the-
economy-brief-2021-mid.../

Raphael Banda, a Levy Mwanawasa 
Medical Student is the winner of the 
CTPD’s My Zambian Dream Poetry 
Contest.

On Winning the K15,000 top 
Prize, Raphael a student at Levy 
Mwanawasa Medical University in 
Lusaka thanked CTPD for hosting 
the contest.

Raphael beat four others to win the 
top prize including Buumba Munene 
who came out second and bagged 
K5,000.

Five vibrant and intelligent young 
poets competed for the first ever 
CTPD’s My Zambian Dream Poetry 
Contest supported by the Joint 
Country Programme.

A LEVY MWANAWASA MEDICAL STUDENT WINS 
CTPD’S MY ZAMBIAN DREAM POETRY CONTEST 
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CTPD JOINED OTHER STAKEHOLDERS IN COMMEM-
ORATING THE EQUALITY WALK UNDER THE THEME 

‘’BREAK THE SILENCE’’.
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Guests at the People’s President Competition look on during the grand finale

PHOTO FOCUS OF VARIOUS ACTIVITIES:

Musician Wezi performing at the Grand Finale of the People’s President Competition
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Guests at the People’s President Competition look on during the grand finale

Malawian Musician Dr Namadingo graced the Big conversation 
on domestic resource mobilization from Africa’s mineral wealth 
Conference organized by TJNA under the stop the bleeding campaign 
in partnership with CTPD with a surprise performance.
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ANALYSIS REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
CENTRE (AMENDMENT) ACT NO. 16 OF 2020 LAUNCHED.

CTPD in partnership 
with the Zambia Tax 
Platform launched the 
analysis report of the 
Financial Intelligence 
Centre (Amendment) 
Act No. 16 of 2020 in 
May, 2021. The overall 
objective of this anal-
ysis was to examine 
the provisions of the 
Financial Intelligence 
Centre (Amendment) 
Act No. 16 of 2020 and 
assess the ramifica-
tions or impact of the 
amendments.  The pro-
visions which include 

enhanced cooperation 
between the FIC and 
law enforcement agen-
cies and supervisory 
authorities as well as 
empowering of the FIC 
to impose sanctions on 
non-complaint entities 
will, if adequately im-
plemented, go a long 
way towards address-
ing systemic loopholes. 
Although a creation 
of statute, it is recom-
mended that the FIC 
be allowed to imple-
ment its mandate with 
minimal interference. It 

is also recommended 
that the FIC, in partner-
ship with civil society 
organizations, develop 
an advocacy strategy to 
educate the public on 
the roles, functions and 
importance of the FIC.

To read more: 

Analysis-of-the-
Financial-Intelligence-
Centre-Amendment-Act-
No.-16-of-2020-Final.
pdf (ctpd.org.zm)

CTPD Legal Researcher Chileshe Mange giving a summary of the analysis during the launch.
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CTPD in partnership 
with Zambia Tax Plat-
form held a two days 
media training work-
shop on the role of 
media in Tobacco Con-
trol Advocacy in Mongu 
Western Province. The 
Media training which 
was held with sup-
port from Tax Justice 
Network Africa was or-

CTPD HOLDS TWO DAYS MEDIA TRAINING WORKSHOP 
ON TOBACCO CONTROL ADVOCACY IN MONGU.

ganized for journalist 
in Western Province to 
help enhance the me-
dia’s role in informing 
and educating the pub-
lic and policy makers 
on the harms of tobac-
co and the need to have 
tobacco consumption 
regulated to protect the 
lives of people. Approx-
imately 7, 142 people in 
Zambia die of tobacco 
use.
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LEARNING VISIT TO GWEMBE DISTRICT:
ZAMBIA’S DRY PRONE AREA 

With support from the 
Joint Country Pro-
gramme- JCP under 
the Climate Smart Ag-
riculture Project, CTPD 
Executive Director Mr. 
Isaac Mwaipopo this 
morning toured Agri-
culture and Livestock 
projects in Gwembe 
District as part of his 3 
days learning visit.

Mr. Mwaipopo who is ac-
companied by Zambia 
Land Alliance Executive 
Director Mr. Patrick Mu-
sole and ADRA Country 
Director Mr. Kennedy 
Habasimbi is on a learn-
ing visit to Gwembe 

District to ascertain how 
climate change has im-
pacted agriculture and 
livestock activities in the 
area. During his interac-
tion with the farmers 
earlier in the day,

Mr. Mwaipopo learnt 
that the perennial 
drought in the area is 
negatively impacting ag-
riculture and livestock 
activities.
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